
 
w o r s h i p  

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
I had the priviledge to deliver this message in South Africa to a group of business and church 
leaders. 
 
For me itÕs become a guiding thought or princilpe to my life.  It is the predominant theme that God 
has been teaching and instilling in me for the last five years.  It is a thought that brings me back to 
center and help realign my life. 
 
It helps me to answer some of those really big questions about life and purpose and leadership 
and ministry. 
 
I think we all have moments or seasons when our purpose in life is crystal clear.  But I also think 
that we have just as many times when we need to be reminded of it. 
 
I want to remind you of that today. 
 
 
[  2003 Ireland Burning Plane Story  ] 
 

 
I believe life is about  WORSHIP.    All of it.    Everyday. 
 
 

WhatÕs my purpose?      Worship. 
Why am I here?      Worship. 
Why should I get up every morning?    Worship. 
Why should I pass this test?     Worship. 
Why should I show up to my job on time?   Worship. 

 
 
Sounds like a church answer doesnÕt it?  It probably doesnÕt help you at all. 
 
How does that help in a job interview?  What are you supposed to say? ÒIÕm just here to Worship 
God.Ó 
 
But the purpose of life is really that simple. Worship God. 
 

Whether youÕre here in Springfield, or you move to another city Ð Worship God. 
Whether you work at McDonaldÕs or dress in a suit at an office Ð Worship God. 
Taking the dog for a walk Ð Worship God. 
Washing the dishes Ð Worship God. 
 

 
Worship is not just a song.  And Worship  is not just the music set in a church service.  And 
Worship is not the church service. Worship is life.  Our entire life lived in such a way that it 
reflects GodÕs character to the world. 
 



Romans 12.1,2 (The Message) 
ÒSo hereÕs what I want you to do, God helping you:  Take your everyday, ordinary 
life Ð your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life Ð and place it 
before God as an offering.Ó 
 
 
So whatÕs worship?  When we come to church and sing a song?  No. 
Worship is when we present ourselves to God Ð all of us on the altar ready to be consumed.  
Ready to be set on fire.   
 
If we are going to see this, we are going to have to tear down this wall between the sacred and 
the secular.  We have to quit dividing our lives up into spiritual and natural. 
 
 ÒThis is God.  This is my job.Ó 
 ÒThis is Sunday morning.  This is Monday morning.Ó 
 ÒThis is the Bible.  These are my friends.Ó 
 
There really isnÕt any wall there at all.  There is no separation.  Our lives are our lives.  You donÕt 
get any more credit in Heaven if you were a preacher than if you were a stockbroker. 
 
 
 
STOCK BROKER OR SALON OWNER 
 

ÒItÕs the real world.  ItÕs business.  You gotta be quick.  You gotta know when to hold Ôem 
and you gotta know when to fold Ôem.  God is probably off on some missionary journey 
somewhere anyway.  What does God know about stock trading?Ó 
 
ÒI come to church and sing some songs and help serve, but then I go over to my work 
world, where IÕm a stock trader in a whole different setting with a whole different 
vocabulary and a whole different set of values.Ó 
 
ÒThen IÕm back in my church world with my small group and weÕre all talking about the 
Bible.  The next morning, IÕm in the boardroom making a call to Hong Kong, New York, 
Singapore.  IsnÕt it great?Ó 
 

It makes no difference to God whether we are a stockbroker or a preacher.   
 
What matters is that we live our lives in worship to him.   
 
There are going to be a whole lot of people who are preaching that arenÕt doing any of it as 
worship.  And when they get done, they are not going to have a lot to show for it. 
 
ThereÕs no extra credit for being a missionary or mother.  No special reward for being an 
evangelist over a salon owner.  The value in the kingdom of God is, did you wake up to a bigger 
story and live your life in worship to God?  Did everything you do shine a spotlight on Jesus? 
 
How do you live like that?  Do you have to put a scripture at the bottom of everything you sign? 
 
You do it when you do whatever you do as if God told you to do and the world depended on it. 
 

ÒYeah, but I just staple papers together and put them in a box.  IÕm not a stockbroer.  I 
wish I was a stockbroker.  IÕm just a paper stapler.Ó 
 



ÒI just hand Chick-fil-A sandwiches to people who come through the drive through.  I donÕt 
think the world is going to stop if IÕm not giving it 100%Ó 

 
Maybe you just lay awake at night thinking about how you want to own a hair salon.  It gets you 
jazzed.  Everybody is going to college or going on a mission trip or doing something noble.  You 
just want to own a hair salonÉ right in the middle of the story of God. 
 
YouÕre thinking about highlights and nail color and lighting and the music you want to play and the 
smellÉ And you feel like itÕs wrong because everyone else is talking about much more spiritual 
things. 
 
And you donÕt know where to take that your whole life because thatÕs the thing you live for.  And 
thatÕs the thing that makes you come alive. 
 
You probably got sold an idea along the way that told you that kind of dream is second rate in the 
kingdom of God.  ItÕs not near as good as being a worship leader or bible study leader or working 
in a church. 
 
How do you worship God with a hair salon?  Make it the very best hair salon in town.  You donÕt 
have to have a fish sticker on your window.  It doesnÕt have to be named, ÒHis Clips.Ó 
 
If I was going to go to a salon, I want to go to the coolest, hippest salon in town.  Be the person 
who owns the best salon in town.  DonÕt dumb it down because itÕs Christian.  This is your 
worship.  So go to training in Milan or New York.  Find out what the best are doing and then do 
that.   
 
In the end, people are going to come in and ask you how you built such a great salon.  And youÕll 
have a chance to answer and shine the light on God. 
 
And theyÕll hear you and respect what you say because youÕre really good at what you do. 
 
ThatÕs worship. 
 
 
 
MOSES IS NOT 
 
 
HereÕs a guy who understands this. 
 
 
Exodus 3.7 Ð 9 
 
Notice all the first person pronouns God is using:  I have seen, I have heard, IÕm concerned, IÕm 
coming down, IÕm going to do something. 
 
This is His plan.  This is His story. 
 
 
v 10 
 
God told Moses to go.  He didnÕt ask what he thought of the plan.  Does it sound like a good 
idea?  Is he up for it? 
 
All of a sudden this first person God is choosing to do something amazing through someone else.  
Someone small.  The ÒIÓ and ÒMEÓ pronouns disappear and Moses is left with, ÒNow YOU go.Ó 



v 11 
 
Confused and overwhelmed, Moses blurts out, ÒWho am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?Ó 
 
ItÕs a great question. 
 
 
How are you going to do this?  What makes me so special? 
 
Moses assumed this had more to do with WHAT than WHO.  
 
 
 
v 12 
 
God doesnÕt respond with a pep talk.  He didnÕt tell Moses, ÒYou can do it!Ó 
 
He answered with, “I will be with you.” 
 
ItÕs not about Moses.  ItÕs about Him. 
 
 
 
v 13 
 
Moses still isnÕt confident.  And who could blame him?  He has enough foresight to know that 
Pharaoh and the Israelites will not believe the burning bush story.  He needs something concrete.  
He needs to know who God is. 
 
 
 
v 14 - God reveals Himself to Moses: 
 
“I AM…” 
 
Moses was waiting for the rest.  ÒThatÕs what IÕm asking you.  You areÉ. Ó 
 
“I AM who I AM.” 
 
God was telling Moses: 
 
 I AM the center of everything. 
 I AM in control. 
 I AM the solution. 
 I AM all powerful. 
 I AM calling the shots. 
 I AM the Deliverer. 
 I AM God. 
 
 
I AM = TO BE;  God is identifying Himself by who He is, not what He has done 
 
If GodÕs name is I AM,, it only makes sense that MosesÕ name must be I AM NOT. 
 
 



 MOSES IS NOT the center of everything. 
 MOSES IS NOT in control. 
 MOSES IS NOT the solution. 
 MOSES IS NOT all-powerful. 
 MOSES IS NOT calling the shots. 
 MOSES IS NOT the Deliverer. 
 
 
In our search to discover who we are and where we fit in, we should begin with how God 
identified Himself:  I AM. 
 
Then it makes sense that thatÕs our name too.  I AM NOT. 
 
 
 I AM NOT the center of everything. 
 I AM NOT in control. 
 I AM NOT the solution. 
 I AM NOT all-powerful. 
 I AM NOT calling the shots. 
 I AM NOT the Deliverer. 
 
 
I know I AM NOT, but I know I AM. 
 
 
 
 
PERFORMANCE V. WORSHIP 
 
 
It becomes a question of how we are living our lives: 
 
 

performance or worship  
gifting or grace  

ambition or service 
competence or communion 

talent or faithfulness 
 

 
 
PERFORMANCE is about human strength.  We construct a false self.  We find a few gifts that 
work for us and we try to live off of those.  We live life out of our competance.   
 
WORSHIP is about our brokenness.  What are you broken about?  What tension are you living 
with?  What is completely out of control in your life and you canÕt do anything about it? 
 

~ 
 
PERFORMANCE is running at the speed of talent or skill. 
 
WORSHIP is running at the speed of character. 
 
Erwin Mcmanus said, ÒRun as fast as your character is deep, not as fast as your talent is wide.Ó 

~ 



With PERFORMANCE comes a lack of joy and peace.  We mistake it for urgency.  
 
WORSHIP experiences the fruit of the spirit and a balanced rhythm of reflection.  No time of 
reflection means we are not spending enough time being. 
 

~ 
 
With PERFORMANCE comes extreme reactions.  Little things that cause lots of anger and 
frustration.  Our fuse is short.   
 
The focus of WORSHIP is the growth that is happening in you.  Not a list of accomplishments or 
completed goals.  At the center of my faithfulness to God is not what I am accomplishing or my 
productivity.  Always at the center of my faithfulness is the work He is doing in me.  Am I moving 
towards wholeness?  Is my capacity to love deepening?  Am I becoming more aware of His 
grace? 
 

~ 
 

ÒWhat my purpose in life?Ó Ð ItÕs the number one question we get from young people.  We all 
have stages in our lives where we ask this question. 
 
What happens is we get so focused on that and it becomes productivity focused; gift focused; 
talent focused.  We try to figure out WHAT it is that we are supposed to do and then work our 
brains out at it and think God is happy with us.  Years pass and eventually we have no 
relationship with God and less of one with our family.  We call that faithfulness and think God is 
pleased by it. 
 
So whatÕs your purpose in life?  It has more to do with worship than it does performance. 
 
 
And it has more to do with WHO you are than WHAT you do. 
 

 
 
LOSE YOUR LIFE 

 
 

Any time my complaints become centered around me (I, I, I, Me, Me, Me), the problem is not 
what I think it is.  It is me. 
 
WhatÕs best for me.  WhatÕs best for my life.  WhatÕs best for my family.  We constantly consume.  
My talents, my skills, my education, my success, my finances. 
 
 
If I go to the BP station for a slurpee and the guy behind the counter has to crack a roll of 
nickels open, I'm goin', "couldn't you have done that before I got here?" 
 
"I have to wait for you to figure that out.  That's like 2 seconds of my time.  I want to go 
home and watch tv." 
 
If you're buying a slurpee you're not in a hurry to go anywhere.  There's nothing important 
you need to get to.  You don't stand there with a slurpee and, "my wife's having a baby for 
crying out loud." 
 
That never happens. 
 
We get so frustrated. We treat our lives like products.  We consume, consume, consume.  



 
 
ÒWho ever told you that this was all about you anyway?Ó  ItÕs all about Him.  John the Baptist said 
it like this, “I must decrease.  He must increase.” 
 
 
Matthew 16.25 (KJV)  
ÒFor whosoever will save his life shall lose it:  and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it.Ó 
 
Life doesnÕt = bios 
Life = psyche = soul, mind, will, emotions, desires, ambition, dreams, thoughts, drive 
 
 
 

COURAGE TO BE NOBODY 

 

We have to have the courage to beÉ nothingÉ  nobody. 

 
ÒIÕm not afraid to compete.  ItÕs just the oppositeÉ IÕm afraid I will competeÉ Just 
because IÕm so horribly conditioned to accept everybody elseÕs values, and just 
because I like applause and people to rave about me, doesnÕt make it rightÉ IÕm 
sick of not having the courage to be an absolute nobody.Ó 
 
J.D. Salinger (literary writer) from Franny and Zooey 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSE 
 
The way worship happens is really very simple: ItÕs me in His hands.  My life in His plans. 
 
ThereÕs nothing I could ever give you that would be too much.  ThereÕs nothing I could put at your 
feet that would begin to shadow what youÕve given me.  So hereÕs the deal:  All of me for all of 
you. 
 
We make it sound like such a big deal when we say, ÒGod, do whatever you want with my life, I 
put my heart in your hands.Ó  We act like thatÕs the crowning achievement.  We expect an 
applause from Heaven. 
 
What else are you going to do?  Are you going to invest in a fleeting broken shadow?  You invest 
your whole life into something that at the end of the day will be gone?  God is making an offer to 
invest our short time on this planet in a way that it will never pass away.  My life for His plans.   
 
 
Strip away your title, your dreams, your vision, your talent, your skill, your competenceÉ.  
And hear God say that you are prized by majesty.   
 


